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Fire Prevention Guidelines for Assembly Occupancies





Wisconsin Exposition Center and Wisconsin State Fair Park
This section shall provide for the rules and regulations to improve public safety by promoting the control of fire hazards and life safety throughout Wisconsin State Fair Park.  This is accomplished through Wisconsin Administrative Code Comm 14 – Fire Prevention.  This code adopts NFPA 1-Fire Prevention Code.  Information below is summarized from NFPA 101 – Life Safety Code as referred by NFPA 1.

Approval of Layouts: Floor plans drawn to scale showing the arrangement of furnishings or equipment shall be submitted to the Wet Allis Fire Department’s Bureau of Fire Prevention and Urban Affairs at least thirty days before an event to substantiate conformance with fire and life safety codes.  Such plans shall constitute the only acceptable arrangement until revised or additional plans are submitted and approved.  The plan shall show all details of the proposed exposition.  No exposition shall occupy any exposition facility without approved plans.

General Fire Prevention 
1. All fires must be immediately reported to the West Allis Fire Department: (9-1-1).

2. Fire lanes shall be maintained free of all obstructions at all times. 

3. All fire hydrants are to be kept clear at all times.  All fire department connections are to be kept clear at all times.

4. All exits and fire extinguishers must be visible and accessible at all times. 

5. Access and egress routes shall be maintained so that any individual is able to move without undue hindrance, on personal initiative and any time, from an occupied position to the exits.  Chairs, tables and other displays shall not be allowed to protrude into these spaces.  Exits shall be arranged so that the total length from any point to reach an exit shall not exceed 200 feet. 
6. Seating accommodating more than 200 persons shall be securely fastened at the backrest and footrest, grouped in no less than three and not exceeding fourteen chairs per row and shall maintain aisles of at least 48 inches on both sides.  The minimum space between rows is 22 inches.  Seating over 200 shall comply with NFPA 101:13.2.5.4.

7. Smoking is not allowed in any building, tents or barns, except in designated areas.  Where smoking is permitted, suitable ashtrays or receptacles shall be provided in convenient locations.

8. Displays that incorporate processes or practice that may be deemed as hazardous shall provide protection for the public.  Example: Woodworking demonstration should provide proper distance and protection from the public.  This would include plexiglass, or similar protection, from flying particles.      

Exhibits 
1. The travel distance within the exhibit booth or exhibit enclosure to an exit access aisle shall not exceed fifty feet. 

2. The upper deck of multilevel exhibits greater than 300 square feet shall not have less than two remote means of egress.

3. Exhibit booths shall be constructed of noncombustible or limited-combustible materials. 

4. Combustible materials within exhibit booths shall be limited to a one-day supply.  Storage of combustible materials behind the booth shall be prohibited.  Combustibles and general waste shall be removed to the outside or waste receptacles as soon as possible.

5. The following shall be protected by automatic extinguishing systems:

a. Single-level exhibit booths exceeding 300 square feet and covered with a ceiling.  A single exhibit or group of exhibits with ceilings that do not require sprinklers shall be separated by a distance not less than 10 feet where the aggregate ceiling exceeds 300 square feet.
i. Exception: Ceilings that are constructed of open grate design or listed dropout ceilings in accordance with NFPA 13 shall not be considered ceilings.  
ii. Exception: Vehicles, boats and similar exhibited products having over 100 square feet of roofed area shall be provided with smoke detectors acceptable to the WAFD Bureau of Fire Prevention and Urban Affairs.  
b. Each level of multilevel exhibit booths, protected throughout, including the uppermost level where the uppermost level is covered with a ceiling.
i. Exception: This requirement shall not apply where fire protection of multilevel exhibit booths is consistent with the criteria developed through a life safety evaluation of the exhibition hall, subject to the approval of the WAFD Bureau of the WAFD Bureau of Fire Prevention and Urban Affairs.
Motor Vehicles, Boats and Miscellaneous Industrial Equipment Exhibition
A permit shall be required for the display of motor vehicles, boats and fuel-powered equipment.  The permit shall be completed by the exhibitor and forwarded to the West Allis Fire Department Bureau of Fire Prevention and Urban Affairs at least seven days before the show: Permit fees, where applicable, shall accompany the permit.

Motor vehicles, boats and fuel-powered equipment on display shall comply with the following:
Liquid fueled vehicles, motorcycles and boats shall not be operated in the exhibit area during show hours and if on display shall have: 
-All fuel tank openings shall be locked and sealed in a manner to prevent the escape of 

  vapors.  Fuel tanks shall not contain in excess of one-quarter their capacity or     

  contain in excess of 5 gal of fuel, whichever is less. 

-At least one battery cable shall be removed from the batteries used to start the engine.  

 The disconnected battery cable shall then be taped.

-Fueling or defueling of vehicles, boats or equipment shall be prohibited.  

-Vehicles, boats and equipment shall not be moved during exhibit hours.

-The accelerator pedal/throttle shall be disconnected or have a wood block installed so 

  that it does not function (not applicable to fuel injection systems).

-Charging of batteries shall be done outside the buildings.
Cooking and Food-Warming Devices
A permit shall be required for the any cooking display.  The permit shall be completed by the exhibitor and forwarded to the West Allis Fire Department Bureau of Fire Prevention and Urban Affairs at least seven days before the show.  Permit fees, where applicable, shall accompany the permit.  

Cooking and food-warming devices in exhibit booths shall comply with the following:

1. Gas-fired devices shall comply with the following:

a. Natural gas-fired devices using gas and gas related piping shall be in accordance with NFPA 54, National Fuel Gas Code or NFPA 58, Liquefied Petroleum Gas Code.
b. The use of LP-Gas cylinders shall be prohibited.  The WAFD Bureau of Fire Prevention and Urban Affairs shall permit an exception for non-refillable LP-Gas upon approval.

2. The devices shall be isolated from the public by not less than four feet or by a barrier between the devices and the public.
3. Cooking Equipment shall meet the following criteria:

a. Single-well cooking equipment using combustible oils or solids shall have lids for immediate use. 

b. They shall be limited to 288 square inches of cooking surface without automatic fire suppression.  

c. They shall be placed on noncombustible surface materials. 

d. They shall be kept at a horizontal distance of not less than two feet from any combustible material. 

4. A fire extinguisher with a minimum rating of 2A10BC shall be provided within the exhibit booth, or an approved automatic extinguishing system shall be provided.
Questions regarding Fire Prevention or Life Safety practices shall be forwarded to the West Allis Fire Department Bureau of Fire Prevention and Urban Affairs in writing at least thirty days in advance of the event to provide for time to properly respond.  Requests for formal interpretations or variances from Fire and Life Safety Codes must be submitted with the proper fees.  
The Assistant Chief in charge of the West Allis Fire Department Bureau of Fire Prevention and Urban Affairs, or his designee, reserves the right to make any final decisions regarding all listed guidelines.  

